
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Can you believe we are now entering our second month of kindergarten?  In this 

October newsletter you will learn what we will be exploring this month. 

 

Language Arts 

Through big books, we will explore and focus on various concepts of print (i.e, 

difference between letters, words and sentences, 1:1 correspondence, directionality 

of text when reading and more). 
 

Fundations 

In September, we learned about the letters Ff and Tt.  When we learn about letters 

and their sounds we do it in a variety of ways.  They include; writing the letter, 

reading poems and stories with those sounds, brainstorming words with the initial 

sound, singing songs, playing games to listen for the sounds and more!   

 

In September, we learned about the “sky line” letters.  These are the lowercase 

letters that begin at the sky line.  After learning about “Bb”, we will focus on 

“plane line” letters. We will begin with m and n.  Next, we will learn about c, a, i, 

r, o and g. 

 

We spent a lot of time focusing on “All About Me”. “The Five Senses”, our current 

science topic, has connected wonderfully with our theme.  Family, friends and fall 

are all themes we will also discuss, read and write about.   

 

The children are learning how to write their names using standard block 

manuscript.  The children are learning to begin their first name with a capital letter 

and lowercase letters for the remaining letters of their names.  They are also using 

the “sky line”, “plane line”, “grass line” and “worm line” as reference points to 

help them remember where to begin and end their letters.  Please encourage them 

to do this at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Workshop 

As you know, we launched Writing Workshop. The children are very enthusiastic 

writers!  In September, we focused on working independently and setting up 

routines.  Topics included; using supplies independently, telling stories through our 

illustrations (i.e., characters, setting and action) and drawing hard-to-make ideas.  



We also learned that writers write about things that really happened to them and 

things they know a lot about. 

 

In October, we will focus on using words, along with pictures to tell our story.  

This will include stretching and writing words (labeling the parts of our picture by 

placing the initial sounds we hear).  When the children use “kid spelling”, they are 

saying the word slowly and recording those sounds they hear.  Many students will 

begin with just recording the initial sound while others may put additional sounds.  

Each child will progress at his/her own rate and comfort level.  Right now I want to 

expose them to the possibilities and be comfortable attempting the challenge.  I 

will often tell the children “adult spelling” sometimes looks different than “kid 

spelling” (i.e., CAT vs KAT) and that is fine.  It is important the children 

understand that “kid spelling” is perfectly acceptable.  We want to encourage 

independent learners who are willing to take risks when writing and able to 

communicate their thoughts on paper.  I will continue to model how to use “kid 

spelling” and encourage them to try it when working independently. 

 

Reading Workshop 

We launched our Reading Workshop.  We have learned what to do when we are 

“reading to self”.  (We will soon learn “reading to someone”.) We know how to 

handle books appropriately, look at the illustrations to help tell the story and search 

for our favorite parts.  Our young readers are learning the importance of sharing 

their favorite books and ideas with their buddies.  They are building their stamina 

when attempting this.  We will continue to read our “Star Books”.  These are 

wonderful pieces of literature I have reread to them frequently.  We practice a 

variety of skills when doing this.  In these books, children study the detail in the 

illustrations to help retell the familiar story in their own words. 

 

Math 

Our class has been learning how to classify to make categories and count.  We are 

currently working with numbers 0-5 but will continue on with numbers to 10. 

Concepts we will explore are knowing the number names and the count sequence, 

counting to tell the number of objects as well as classifying objects and counting 

the number of objects in each category.  Through investigating, discovering, 

exploring and applying, the children will also learn about matching and discuss 

how numbers and attributes are the same and different. 

 

 

 

Science 

We will continue to use our 5E model to explore our five senses.  The 5E model is 

the process we use when uncovering various science information.  During each lab 

class we will engage, explore, explain, elaborate and evaluate. 

 



Social Studies 

We will meet with our buddy class to continue to discuss and celebrate ourselves, 

our families and our community. 

 

Character Education 

A child is highlighted when he (or she) has shown an act of kindness toward 

another friend.  We celebrate it by recording the good deed on a “shining scale”. 

That scale is decorated by the child and placed on our “Rainbow Fish”.  Our goal is 

to have a wonderfully decorated “Rainbow Fish” in the near future.   

 

We also began to discuss one of the 7 habits.  Our class is doing a wonderful job 

“synergizing” throughout the day! 

 

October Scholastic Book Order 

The book order is due next Wednesday, October 10th. 

 

Halloween 

Mark your calendar!  On Wednesday, October 31st you will be invited to our 

classroom for a small Halloween party.  This will take place a few minutes 

before the Wood Park Halloween parade.  Our class party will be at 2:00 in 

our classroom.  The parade is at 2:30.  

 

(Although this is completely optional and not necessary), if you were planning to 

send treat bags in for each class member, please note the following; 

 

--Our buddy class will be joining us so our total number of students will be 25. 

--Only non food items are permitted (i.e., pencils, stickers, etc.) 

--Please send the items with your child to school since the bags will be distributed  

   before our Halloween party. 

--Feel free to sign your child’s name on each treat bag but please do not address  

   each individual bag with each recipient’s name.  It makes it much easier when  

   distributing.  Thanks! 

 

Reminders 

Dismissal 

If your child has any change in his (or her) regular dismissal, please send a note in 

your child’s daily folder on that day.   

 

 

School library books 

Please send in your child’s library book every Wednesday. 

 

Change of clothes 



In the event that your child has an accident and needs to use his/her change of 

clothes, I will send home the soiled clothes and the remaining clean clothes.  

Please refill the bag of clean clothes so that a complete set of clothes are 

included and send it back the next school day. 

 

Thanks again for all of your help!  You have made the beginning of the school year 

run smoothly. It was a pleasure meeting you at our “Open House”.  I look forward 

to seeing you soon! 

        

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Zimmerman 


